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Scholarship Opportunity 
A scholarship opportunity is being offered for students engaged in the 
protection and preservation of wildlife and nature.  Based on an essay, it is 
in the amount of $500 payable directly to the student’s academic institution.  
Complete information can be found at this site 
bold.org/scholarships/reputation-rhino-protection-and-preservation-of-
wildlife-and-nature-scholarship/ 
 
Birders’ Nights Reimagined  
Thanks to ECAS Board Vice-president Gordon Wetzel, there will be a 
December 17th Birders” Night, “A Celebration of Winter Birding”. It will 
begin at 7pm with this Zoom link us02web.zoom.us/j/82252721624 He is 
asking members to share their favorite winter birding spots, hopefully 
sharing some photos that you took either this year or in the past year.  
They might be from a past Christmas Bird Count since this year’s local ones 
have not yet taken place or are cancelled. 
 
Here’s how it will work: Send in your photos of winter birding (or your best 
shots of 2020). Gordon will compile them into a slide show and then at 
Birders Night he will run the slide show as each participant narrates his/her 
story. There is still time to get out there on a sunny day and get some good 
shots of our winter birds. You don't have to have National Geographic quality 
photos, just make it fun and interesting. There will be a Zoom practice 
session for those submitting photos. Send your photos to 
ECAudubon@gmail.com. by December 14. If you don't have photos to share, 
bake some bird-themed cookies and share them (virtually). Or, show off some 
bird-themed art. Another meeting invitation will be sent out before 
December 17 from Member Planet. 
 
All of the previous Zoom Birders’ Night programs can be watched from links 
on the ECAS website’s home page, ecaudubon.org 



 
East Cascades Audubon Board Elections 
There is an upcoming election for new ECAS Board members.  In this virtual 
world, the ballots will be delivered to members via a Member Planet email. 
Ballots will be able to be completed electronically, and it would be 
appreciated if they can be returned the same way, within a week of 
reception. Thanks to everyone for their participation and patience.   
 
Eagle Watch  
Erin Bennett, Oregon State Parks Ranger, recently announced the 2021 
cancellation of the Eagle Watch Event that is normally held in February at 
the Lake Billy Chinook Overlook site in Jefferson County. For those 
interested in an update on the ORPD, she relates:  
“Here we are really only focused on providing essential services, with minimal 
staff, for the time being. I'm not sure what our current deficit is but at one 
point we had lost more than 20 million dollars and most of our budgets were 
reallocated in order to sustain the services we could offer.  It's anyone's 
guess when/if public education and special events will be able to resume 
again and what that might look like. Right now the only guarantee is 
uncertainty.” 
 Looking on the positive side, they hope to be able to plan a celebration in 
2022 of Eagle Watch in conjunction with Oregon Parks & Recreation 
Departments 100th birthday    
 
Christmas Bird Counts  
The traditional Christmas Bird Counts are not an official ECAS undertaking 
but are fun events sponsored by National Audubon and enjoyed by many of 
us.  This year is different and National Audubon has offered two options: 
 
Option 1: Run a COVID-19 safe and socially distanced CBC, if local rules 
allow. [Must wait until November 15 at the earliest to choose this option in 
order to better understand status of COVID outbreak in your region during 
the CBC.] 
Option 2: If option 1 is not possible, cancel this season’s CBC for your 
location. 
• If Option 1 is chosen, wait until November 15 at the earliest to confirm 



CBC will take place, if local regulations allow. 
• Cancel all in-person compilation gatherings. 
• Social distancing and/or masking are required at all times in the field. 
• Carpooling may only occur within existing familiar or social “pod” groups. 
• Activities must comply with all current state and municipal COVID-19 

guidelines. 
 
Since Oregon’s restrictions are now in place until January, they are in 
concert with the NA CBC requirements. 
 
National Audubon has also issued re-assurance that there will be little to no 
impact on the scientific value of the Christmas Bird Count by missing or 
altering one count season. So again, we urge you to prioritize your safety 
and the safety of others when making your decision. 
 

With that in mind, the Madras and Redmond counts have been cancelled.  
The Bend, Sisters and Prineville counts are scheduled. A complete list of 
CBCs in Oregon can be found at oregonbirding.org/cbc/ At this point 
Antone, Coos Bay, Corvallis, Florence, Hart Mountain, Illinois Valley, Lincoln 
City, Port Orford, Sheldon NWR, and Tillamook Bay have been cancelled. 

 
 

We hope you have a healthy holiday season and GOOD BIRDING!  
 

  
 


